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r ,  r , ,  i : j  ( ) 1 l t -  f i r s t  t r y  aL  a  news le t t e r .  We  hope  to  t u rn  i t  ou t  qua r te r l y ,  abou t  March ,

r r i . i  r ,  S1:ptember,  and Decernber f i rs t .  The purpose is  to fur ther  the object ives of  the

. , " , ,  as E; t i l .Lec1 in the by laws,  ( l )  to  promote an in terest  in  and an appreciat ion of

L- , r r :c is  ancl  ,  (2)  to  fac i l i ta te cooperat ion wi th in the orn i thol -ogical  communrty - -

,.:tf:.. -r tcu.r aucl l lro f es s ional

1, , r ,  i ro l r r r  the BULLETTN wi l l  encourage more act ive involvement  on the par t  of  a l l  o f  our

:nr lnbers,  ancl  Serve aS a means Of cOmmunicat iOn between uS.

' i 'Lre nov;s let t -er  wi l l -  be on a t r ia l  and error  basis  - -  content  and format  a lways subject

ro change.  r t  wi l l  not  be fancy - -  cost  is  a concern.  Content  wi l l  be largely announce-

rr , , , l1 ts  of  a. l I  sor ts  - -  meet ings,  t r i -ps,  co lorbanding of  b i rds.  etc ;  requests for  in forma-

Li . r ;  ius i :  abogL anyth ing.  We inv i te your  suggest ions and any mater ia l  you may wish to

s : l r , r r e  r v r t l r  COA mernbe rs .  The re  i s  no  gua ran tee  to  p r i n t  a l l ,  bu t ,we r l l  do  ou r  bes t '  As

l t ; r : ;  br :cn s; ; r ic l  ,  the newsletLer  is  of  the members,  by the members,  and for  the members '

, f , r - r r . i r j  v{e j - r r i : . r  l ras generously volunteered to be the Edi tor .  Todd is  an av id b i rder '  not

j r rs t  . in  Clcrnnect icut ,  but  a l l  over  North Amer ica.

S ince re lY  '

Ne i I  Cu r r i e ,  P res iden t

T, . : - , .  t  am pl -crasecl  to  te l l  you the response to the 1986 new membership campaign,  the

.Lr , rncwal  cr r . r l1r f ) - rJ ,err ,  and.  to  the "wish L is t "  mai l ing have been more than grat i fy ing '
, it l-r.1i1k you I we are particularly hopeful that the several Audubon Chapters wil l help

l.rr.omo.tc nrenbership. we now have upwards of 3oo members and the "wish Lj-st" campaign

l r i ts  rar j -secl  over  $I ,000.  A concerned group of  members has p laced the COA in a sol id

I - , os i t i on  f o r  t - he  yea r  1987 .

. r : * r t * J < * * * * * * J r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * J r * * * * r k * * * * * * J r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ! k ' r *

1987 AI{NUAL MEETTNG ANNOUNCEMENT

I. r ,emember - -  the COA wi l l  be hold ing i ts  annuaf  meet ing on Saturday,  Apr i l  11,  1987,  at

L.onnect icuL Col lege in New London.  A fu l l  day of  events,  inc luding b i rd walks '  work-

s i tops,  the brrs j .ness meet ing,  and keynote address has been Scheduled '

A l1  a ie  j _nv j t ed  t o  a t t end .  Fo r  f u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on ,  con tac t  Geo rge  zepko  a t  347 -1133 ,

r r r -  wr . i ,L .c  |c .  lSox 956,  Middletowu,  CT 06451 .

t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r r r t * t ( * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ) t * * J r * * * * * t ( * * * * * * * * * * * * t r * * *

. l ' i r r . :  Nr :n England Hawk Watch is  Apr i l  18-19,  25-26'



COMMON BARN OWL INFORMATION WANTED

George W. Zepko, Clayton Taylor, and Marcia M. Klattenberg have been banding Common

Barn Owls (fyto alba) at their nests under the direction of Dr. Fred C. Sibley.

Starting in 1980 with only one nest, they are now monitorinE and banding the young

from four nests in Middletown and Middlefield, connecticut.

To date they have banded 93 young and 2 adults, and have received two reports of

their banded birds being found. One was from Madison, Connecticut, and the other

f rom Martha 's  Vineyard,  Massachuset ts .

Barn Ohrls rarely spend the winter at inland Connecticut sites, although some occasionally

spend the winter in towns along the Connecticut shoreline. They wil l be returning to

their nesting locations toward the end of March and their presence wil l be apparent

from their loud screelms given during the night.

Although there are not many Cornmon Barn Owl pairs nesting in Connecticut, there are

certainly more than the four pairs cited above. If you have any information about

Barn Owl nest ing locat ions in  Connect icut ,  or  even recent  Barn Owl s ight ings,  George

Zepko would l ike to hear from you. If you want your information to be kept confi-

dent ia l ,  he wi l l  honor your  request .

please send your Common Barn OwI information to: Barn Owl Nesting Project, Box 966,

Middletown,  CT 06457,  or  ca l l  ceorge Zepko at  203-347-1133.  Be sure to inc lude your

name, address, and telephone number-

At the end of the year, those people who have supplied information about Connecticut

Barn Owls wil l receive a copy of the status report for the year.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r r * J r * * * * * * * * * * * : t * * * * t r * * * * * * * * * ? t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t c * * * * : k * * r ( * * * * *

N E W !  . . .  T H E  3 O O - C L U B

How many species can a single observer find in Connecticut in one day? How many in a

year? How big a l is t  can any of  us compi le wi th in Connect icut 's  borders,  three mi l l i -on

acres of rather varied Transition Zone country? That depends, on you and a lot of other

var iables.

It is to help answer some of these questions that COA will sponsor a 300-Club. The

rules of the game will be announced soon. We think anyone wil l ing to bird actively

in Connect icut  can rather  soon at ta in a State L is t  of  250 species,  the number one would

expect to find somewhere in our state. Some extra 1eg work should push that total to

275,  buE af ter  that  i t  takes t ime and a good deal  of  ext ra work,  and luck,  to  achieve

the recogni t ion of  actual ly  seeing 300 or  more species-

The goal of the 3OO-CIub is to encourage more birders to be aware of the rich diversity

of  b i rds that  l ive in  our  s tate,  and,  hopefu l ly ,  the importance of  keeping them here-

Three hundred. is a target at which to aim. IL should help beginners be aware this is

possible; and knowing who has achieved this benchmark may both encourage and spur

others to go and do l ikewise.  In  i tse l f ,  be longing to the 300-Club may not  mean much

more than wearing another arm patch; but getting there wil-I be indicative of some

interest ing character is t ics,  and is  sure to be hal f  the fun!
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REVIEW LIST

Connect icut  Orni thological  Associat ion
Connecticut Rare Records Committee

The following is a l ist of bird species for which the COA Rare Records Corwnittee (RRC)

would l-ike to receive information on sightings within Connecticut boundaries. This
Review Lis t  is  updated per iodical ly  by the RRC, most  recent ly  on 2/25/87.  Al l  the
qnpci ae I i sted are currently supported on the official state l ist by specimen or
n l - r n { - n a r r n h

an\z ra.-r. ls of these, or other very unusual species, would be most welcomed for review
by the RRC. Each such record should be as thorough as possible, including at least
the observer(s)  name(s) ,  address,  and phone;  date and locat ion of  s ight ing;  condi t ions
and c i rcumstances of  s ight ing;  fu l l  descr ipt ion of  the b i rd;  compar isons wi th s imi lar
species;  and,  i f  possib le,  a f ie ld sketch or  photograph.  Records should be sent  to
(and of f ic ia l  repor t  forms are avai lable f rom):  Frank Mant1ik ,  RRC Secretary,
17  Seab reeze  P l -ace ,  So .  No rwa lk ,  CT  06854  (203 -838 -1694 )

Eared Grebe Purple Gall inule Boreal Owl
WesLern Grebe Sandhi l l  Crane Chuck-wi11 's-widow
Northern Fulmar Wi lson's  PLover Black-backed Woodpecker
Black-Capped Petre l  B lack-necked St i l t  Gray Kingbi rd
Cory 's  Shearwater  Amer ican Avocet  Scissor- ta i led Flycatcher
Greater Shearwater Spotted Redshank Sedge Wren
Wi lsonrs Storm-Petre l  Eskimo Cur lew Northern Wheatear
Wht. - faced Storm-Petre l  Sharp- ta i led Sandpiper  Var ied Thrush
Leach's  Storm-Petre l  Cur lew Sandpiper  Yel low-throated Warbler
Northern Gannet Ruff Prothonotary Warbler
Amer ican Whi te Pel- ican Red-necked Phalarope MacGi l l iv ray 's  Warbler
Brown Pelican Red Phalarope Western Tanagrer
whi te Ib is  Parasi t ic  Jaeger Black-headed Grosbeak
Tundra Swan Frankl in 's  Gul l  Painted Bunt ing
Gt.  Whi te- f ronted Goose Black- legged Ki t t iwake Clay-colored Sparrow
Harlequin Duck Ross' Gull Lark Bunting
Barrow's Goldeneye Sooty Tern Henslowts Sparrow
Black Vul ture Dovekie Harr is '  Sparrow
Am. Swal low-ta i led Ki te Thick-b i l led Murre Smith 's  Longspur
Gyrfa lcon Razorbi l l  Chestnut-col lared Longspur
Yel- low Rai I  B l -ack Gui l lemot Boat- ta i led Grackle
Black Rai l  At lant ic  Puf f in  Hoary Redpol l
Corn Crake Northenr Hawk-Owl

* * * * * * ' k * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * : k ; r r k * J r r t : t * r k t r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

T !  i  ^  * - -  L ^ ^ ^  r-LL- rb lry rrL,pc b.hat the BULLETIN wil l encourage all COA members to be more involvecl with
what goes on in the birding,/ornithological world here in Connecticut.

For  the BULLETIN real Iy  to work l rL l  need your  input  . . .  suggest ions and ideas
announcements . . .  news requests for  help or  in format ion.  Please don' t  hesi tate tc .
call me or mail- your thoughts.

Ti re next  issue (scheduled for  ear ly  June) wi l l  be la te because your  Edi tor  wi l l  be in
Alaska birding. But if the material 1s waiting when I return, I promise an issue by
the end of the month.

Thanks to a l l  who helped wi th th is  f i rs t  e f for t !

r n ^ A / l  I ^ 7 6 i  n + z  q frvus  , ,e r , ,ua ,  -J  Water  S t ree t .  Norwa lk ,  CT.  06954 (H)  322-8662 (W)  966-2697
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:  - J + "THE Coi{ilEcfI-cUT RARE BTRD ALERT

As an exampfe of  th is  organizat ion 's  growing involvement  in  s tatewide orn i thological
programs, the COA has agreed to co-sponsor the Connectj-cut Rare Bird Alert with the
Audubon Counci l  o f  Connect icut .  The two groups wi l l  sp l i t  the ongoing costs,  wi th
COA providing the organization and the Council the start-up costs.

With great dedication, Bob Dewire has virtually single-handedly run this popular pro-
gram for  over  ten years.  He deserves much credi t  for  per forming th is  demanding serv ice.

This "A1ert" wil l now be strengthened with expanded financial- and manpower resources.
The answering machine wil l be moved to near the Fairfield and New Haven County l ines,
where,  in  the midst  of  many of  the state 's  act ive b i rders,  i t  is  ant ic ipated that  i t
wil l receive strong local support. Well"-known birders Frank Mantlik of Norwal-k and
Tom Rochivansky of Westport wil l be responsibl-e for day-to-day operations, including
manning the tape.

Mark Szantyr  or  Waterbury and Dennis Varza of  Fai r f ie ld wi l l  use COA's ex is t ing rare
bird netbird to supply the "Alert" with reports. This network is a semi-informal
group of  act ive b i rders who wi l l ,  on shor t  not ice,  pass on rare b i rd.  repor ts  and go
af ter  the b i rd.  Wi th th is  act ive group behind.  i t ,  the "Al -er t "  should omit  very l - i t t le
of  s igni f icance.  In  addi t ion,  there wi l l  be a 24-hour repor t ing tape for  those
observers not part of the network

M ike  Au re l i a ,  A .C .C .  T reasu re r ,  Joe  Ze ransk i  (Cha i rman) ,  r ep resen t i ng  COA,  and  Tom
Burke, the New York Rare Bird Alert Complier, wil l be the group which co-ordinate and
oversees the overal l  operat i -ons,  especia l ly  f inancia l ,  o f  the "Aler t . "  Thanks to the
Birdcraft Museun of the Connecticut Audubon Society for housing the tape machine.

new Connecticut Rare Bird Alert is expected to be in operation by the end of lvtarch.
trew number shouid be aivailal:]e Liren bv' cali inq the .- '1d nunber - 5?: -CC12

The
The

f  ht '  ( lonnect icut  Audrrbon Socicty

' l}'i"iJ.?i",1",i;'

N o n - P r o f  r t O r g
U S Postage PAtt)

Fa i r f ie ld ,  Conn.
P e r m i t  N o . 9 5

S T E F H E N  P .
8 7 S
7 6  D i  a n c n d
N e n  H a v e n ,

E R E K E R

H }

cT  06515

COA DIRECTORY

COA OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSOIIS

President :

V .  P r e s :

Treasurer :

Secretary:

Membership Chmn:

Ct .  Warbler  Ed:

Program Chmn:

Publicity Clunn:

Rafe Bird Alert:

Bul le t in  Ed:

Neil Currie
426-986r

Freo Sibley
486-6548

Robert Fletcher

Winnie Burkett
429-3L94

Debra Mi l ler

Betty Kleiner
6 s 8 - 5 6 7 0

ceorge Zepko
3 4 7 - 1 1 3 3

Roland C. Clement
838 -S6 r9

Joe Zeranski
66r-9607

Todd Weintz
322-8662


